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and it was not until the Spanish-American war occurred and the
splendid work of the ''men behind the guns" "became world-
renowned, that the needed legislation was had removing the bar-
rier. It was suggested, too, in the interest of a higher efficiency,
and to attach men to the Navy in that same sense of loyalty as
the officer, to pension them after a certain term of continuous
service when no longer able to work. This was all the more im-
portant from the fact that their companions in arms in the Army
enjoyed this bounteous provision of a grateful Government when
full of years honorably served for home and country. This
legislation occurred as well after the war of 1898 had attracted
the nation's attention to the value of the sailor's service to his
country. Be it said to the honor of these noble public servants
that the flag in their keeping has never gone down in defeat
from 1776 to 1898.

These things, to the advantage of the men, were advocated a
little before the Navy, usually conservative, was ready for them;
but there was so much confidence felt in the spirit of fairness of
the American people and their dignified common sense in adopt-
ing all questions when fairly presented that the earlier advocate
felt sure that success was merely a matter of time.

With the new ships building for the Navy, wherein "coal-
whips'' had replaced "tacks and sheets," it was apparent
that a change in the system of educating men for this change
was at hand. To meet this new condition, a school of instruc-
tion was established at the Washington Navy-Yard, and at
the torpedo station at Newport. One hundred and fifty men
annually were sent to these schools, to become familiar with
gun construction and to acquire skill in the manufacture and
handling of auxiliary engines used for so many purposes on
board modern ships. At Newport their instruction embraced
high explosives, torpedoes, the management and control of dyna-
mos, electric lighting, the care, preservation and manufacture
of gun-cotton, nitro-glycerine, etc. The year of instruction being
concluded they were graded in merit as seaman-gunners, pass-
ing back into the general service, where farther advancement
depended upon practical competence, reliability and good
conduct.
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